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from dependence on foreign nations; and the markets of England are, and have been for years, open to colonial products.
Hamilton's second argument is that it was desirable to foster manufactures in the states so as to give an encouragement to agriculture. Here again there can be little doubt that the agricultural interests of Canada (and other colonies) are prejudiced by the protectionist duties imposed against British manufactures.
Thirdly, there is the argument that for a new country it is necessary to promote artificially the growth of towns and cities in order to obtain a variety of industries and other social advantages. This argument may be answered by reference to the development of the United States. Internal free trade over these vast territories, even before the recent development of the means of transport, did not prevent the growth of cities in the newest and most distant States ; towns and cities were not confined to the old Eastern states, nor were the newer states devoted entirely to agriculture. And in the same way it may be supposed that the growth of towns and cities in the British dominions would not be prejudiced by internal free trade. One of the best founded inductions of commercial geography is that the growth of towns and cities depends mainly not on manufactures but on trade.
Let'the statesman of any self-governing dominion consider the question from the point of view, not of particular manufactures, but from that of the whole